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Further Reading

Mike Chasar, Associate Professor of English at Willamette University, compiled the following reading list to
accompany his online lecture entitled The Culture and Politics of American Literature during the Great
Depression. This lecture is presented as part of an online lecture series accompanying the Forgotten Stories:
Northwest Public Art in the 1930s exhibition, taking place at the Hallie Ford Museum of Art. For more
information on the exhibition as well as this lecture and additional exhibition related items, please visit
willamette.edu/go/forgotten-stories.

Chaser’s lecture takes us beyond The Grapes of Wrath and into the guts of American literature during the Great
Depression. From local newspapers to pulp magazines, Communist Party publications, personal scrapbooks,
and even the front lines of World War Two, American writing—especially American poetry —was charged by
the social, political, economic, and cultural issues of the day and embedded in almost every facet of daily life.
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