Dean Porter is a painter, printmaker, art
historian and director emeritus of the
Snite Museum of Art at the University

of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. A
small exhibition of Porter’s work will open
March 18 and continue through May 20,
2006, in the Study Gallery.

For the past two decades, Porter has trav-
eled to Taos, N.M. to paint. The exhibi-
tion will feature a range of watercolors and
woodcuts created over the past few years.
In addition to the exhibition, Porter will
deliver the 2006 Hogue-Sponenburgh
Lecture on April 6 on The Rise and Fall of
the Taos Society of Artists.

For further information, see the Calendar
of Events.

Each spring, the Hallie Ford Museum

of Art features the work of Willamette
University senior art majors. The exhibi-
tion, which represents the culmination of
their four years at Willamette, will open
April 15 and continue through May 13,
2006, in the Melvin Henderson-Rubio
Gallery.

Characterized by a wide variety of styles
and approaches, the exhibition includes
work in a variety of media, including
painting, printmaking, drawing, pho-
tography, ceramics and mixed media. In
addition, the exhibition features a section
devoted to senior theses in art history.

From April 15 to May 13, 20006, the
Hallie Ford Museum of Art will pres-

ent a new video installation by Visiting
Professor Alexandra Opie. The exhibition
will be held in the Atrium Gallery and
will be timed to coincide with the Senior
Art Majors exhibition in the Melvin
Henderson-Rubio Gallery. As a special fea-
ture, Ople will discuss her work on April
18 beginning at 12:30 p.m. in the Atrium
Gallery. ‘

Alexandra Opie holds a BA degree from

Southern Oregon University and an MFA

degree from the School of the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, and Tufts University; in
electronic media, installation art and per-
formance. She has taught at the University
of Massachusetts and the College of Holy
Cross and has been on the faculty at
Willamette since September.

Mel Katz is an important Portland sculptor
and teacher whose work is firmly rooted in
the principles of geometric abstraction. An
exhibition of recent donations and acquisi-
tions of Katz’s work will open May 27 and
continue through July 29, 2006, in the
Study Gallery.

In 2004 Katz and his wife, Dianne
Anderson, donated a range of work that
represents a mini-survey of Katz’s career
over a 35 year period. Included in the
donation are works from his Grey Series,
Sawtooth Series and Pedestal Series. In
return, the Hallie Ford Museum of Art
agreed to purchase a work from his Reveal
Series to complete the collection.

Several staff and position changes
have taken place since the last issue of
Brushstrokes.

Mary Parks, collection curator of the
Hallie Ford Museum of Art since 2002,
resigned her position in September 2005
to be closer to her husband, who is a
National Park Service Ranger in Glacier,
Wash. A national search is currently
underway to find her replacement.

Keith Lachowcz, exhibition designer/chief
preparator at the Hallie Ford Museum

of Art since 2004, moved to full-time
employment in December 2005, reflecting
the growing demands of the position and
the increasing complexity of otr perma-
nent and temporary exhibitions.

Ancient Bronzes of
the Asian Grasslands

rom Jan. 21 to April 1, 2006, the Hallie

Ford Museum of Art will present Ancient
Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands in the Melvin
Henderson-Rubio Gallery. Organized by the
Arthur M. Sackler Foundation in New York,
the exhibition brings to life the complex
cultures that flourished across the Asian grass-
lands from northern China and Mongolia to
Central Asia and Eastern Europe during the
late second and first millennia BCE.

Didactic in nature, the exhibition reveals how
the ancient horse-riding cultures of Central
Asia used the animal world as a source of
symbols to indicate tribe, social rank and
connection to the spirit world. In addition,
the exhibition shows how these complex cul-
tures helped facilitate travel and trade along
the Silk Road during the first millennium
BCE.

Ancient Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands fea-
tures more than 80 masterpieces of steppe
art, including bronze belt buckles, plaques,
pendants, finials, ornaments and weapons.
Animal motifs such as antlered stags, wild
boars and birds of prey are a primary theme.

In addition to the objects on display, the
exhibition includes text panels, annotated
labels, a map, photomurals, a free color
brochure and a full-color hardcover book by
Emma C. Bunker. To broaden the scope of
the exhibition, a wide variety of lectures, gal-
lery talks and workshops have been planned.

Buckle plaque,
Northern China,
2nd century BCE

On Jan. 27, Trudy Kawami will present an
illustrated lecture on ancient bronzes of the
Asian grasslands. Kawami is currently direc-
tor of research at the Arthur M. Sackler
Foundation in New York and guest-curator
of the exhibition.

On Feb. 23, Sandra Olsen will give an illus-
trated lecture on the cultures of the early
horse herders of the Asian steppe. Olsen

is currently curator of anthropology at the
Carnegie Museum of Natural History in
Pittsburgh and has spent the past decade
investigating the early nomadic cultures of
Central Asia.

On March 9, Morris Rossabi will deliver an
illustrated lecture on the emergence of the
Mongols and their impact on religion, art,
science and technology. Rossabi is currently
professor of history at the City College of
New York and one of the foremost authori-
ties on Central Asia in the United States.

Finally, on March 18, a family workshop
has been planned. Children and their
parents will create sculpture and wearable
art with animal motifs and enjoy colorful
animal folkrales that will transport them
back to ancient Mongolia. Participants
are encouraged to pick up a special family
guide and follow the clues.

For further information, see the Calendar
of Events.
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900 STATE STREET
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SALEM, OREGON 97301
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Salem, OR 97301

503-370-6855
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Website: www.willamette.edu/museum_of_art/

Hours
Tuesday-Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sundays-Mondays: Closed

Admission

Adults: $3
Students (13+): $2

Seniors: $2
Free: Children 12 and under
Willamette University faculty, staff and students

Hallie Ford Museum of Art members
School groups (by prior appointment), AAM members

*Tuesday is a free day.

Accessibility
The Hallie Ford Museum of Art is wheelchair accessible
on both floors via an elevator at the front of the building.

A wheelchair is available for visitor use.

A loading zone in front of the building is available

to drop off and pick up visitors.

For any special access needs such as interpreters, please call.

The Hallie Ford Museum of Art at Willamette University is a

member of the American Association of Museums.
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Thank you, as always, for your commitment and support!
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